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NOTES AND NEWS 



The Journal of Philosophy has much pleasure in circulating 
the following letter from the editor of the Revue de Metaphysique et 
de Morale. Since that periodical began its career it has been a model 
of what a philosophical periodical should strive to be ; it has set a 
standard of humane scholarship and scientific competence that has 
earned the gratitude of readers everywhere. The invitation to co- 
operate in the work of making philosophy an elastic and effective in- 
strument of disciplined vision and intelligence is one to which stu- 
dents of philosophy here can not possibly be indifferent. 

More and more human values are coming to be recognized as the 
ultimate subject-matter of philosophy, values which have to be pur- 
sued along the path of one social ideal or another. The clarification 
of democracy as an ideal and as a purpose demands the best there is 
in us, and the opportunity offered by the Revue de Metaphysique et 
de Morale to speak directly to all its readers will, we trust, meet with 
a response gratifying to all friends of philosophy in both democracies. 

"Now that the United States has placed herself by the side of 
France, that she might seal with her blood the compact of our long- 
standing friendship and affirm the community of our ideals, it would 
seem that the thinking men of the two countries have also a mutual 
mission and duty to fulfil. La Revue de Metaphysique et de Morale is 
moved by the desire to play its part so far as possible in bringing these 
men to the consciousness of this duty. 

' ' The events of these last months have revealed to every one the 
fact that peoples are bound together by something more than the pos- 
session of common interests. They are united by sentiments and prin- 
ciples. Materialistic realism, whatsoever guise it may assume, has 
proved itself deficient. To the question which our poet Vigny asked, 
not long ago : 

" . . . Si les nations sont des f emmes guidees 
Par les etoiles d'or des divines idees?" 

America has answered by the mouth of her statesmen in the same way 
that she had already answered by that of her thinkers and poets ; for 



PSYCHOLOGY AND SCIENTIFIC METHODS 251 

was it not one of the latter who, as we were recently reminded at 
1' Institut de France, gave the idealistic counsel, "Hitch your wagon 
to a star"? 

"It belongs to our philosophers, while trying to define and 
strengthen the ideals which serve as motives to our two peoples, to 
make apparent at the same time our essential affinities, and to render 
more evident and more lasting our brotherhood in all that for which, 
as nations, we live and fight. 

"During these last few years the increasing intellectual commun- 
ion, due to the coming of certain of your most noted professors to our 
universities, and the crossing of the Atlantic in turn by some of our 
greater literary men and teachers, has most effectively advanced our 
mutual understanding of each other. In the realm of speculation, 
notably, your William James has become as familiar to our students 
as one of our own, whilst you, on your side, have given a generous 
welcome to the teachings of Renouvier, Boutroux and Bergson. 

" It is desirable now, and will be still more desirable in the future, 
that all those who, in America and in France, have been working for 
the eternal interests of humanity should not only maintain but also 
knit closer these intellectual relations, which will mean as much to the 
two countries as do our common battle-fields. It will be to our mutual 
profit so to do. 

' ' The pragmatism of some of your writers, in whom the love of ac- 
tion and the attachment to ideals go hand in hand, would thus renew 
and invigorate our ancient rationalistic tradition, which in its turn, 
by its veneration for untainted truth and its development of the 
spirit of criticism, might furnish you with a useful counter-balance. 
As your ethical societies, permeated with the freedom of religious 
thought, are, in reality, making the same effort as is our secular sys- 
tem of education, whose aim it is to maintain sincerity of heart and 
the dignity of man, would it not be well if these efforts were kept con- 
stantly related to one another? In your conception of Right and 
Democracy, as they were recently so splendidly defined by the Presi- 
dent of the United States, we seemed to recognize the Spirit of France, 
and we felt that we were indeed compatriots in the realm of the in- 
tellect. Would it not be worth while to make a mutual attempt to 
throw light on all the political and moral problems, as well as on 
those in the order of logic, metaphysic, and psychology ? 

' 'The Revue de Metaphysique et de Morale which, for the twenty- 
five years of its existence, has, in some measure, encouraged the prac- 
tise of profound speculation and which has thereby played a part in 
the evolution of the philosophy of our time, is anxious to facilitate, 
and, if possible, to help organize an interchange of thought between 
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the two continents. Above all, the Revue would be glad to open its 
columns to the authorized representatives of American thought; it 
desires that the names of some of its new allies and friends of the 
present and future should figure among its contributors ; and it would 
be glad to find readers among university students and in the more 
cultured circles of America. 

' ' That it may be more widely known in the United States, and that 
it may be circulated where its reading would bear fruit, it does not 
hesitate to ask for your support ; with this end in view it submits to 
you herewith a list of the principal articles which it has published 
since its foundation. 

"You will, we are persuaded, consider this effort towards the in- 
tellectual union to which we invite you as consonant with the best tra- 
ditions of our two countries ; as we are convinced that it would be the 
surest prelude to the Society of Nations spoken of by your President : 
a Society which can have no firm foundation unless it be first and 
above all a community of understanding. Xavier Leon " 

Mr. Wallace Craig, University of Maine, Orono, Me., in connec- 
tion with his research work, finds urgent need for a copy of Ehrenfels, 
System der Werttheorie, and will deem it a great favor if someone 
will sell him a copy. He would be glad of an opportunity to buy also 
other works on the psychology of value, as, those of Brentano, Kraus, 
Meinong, Schwartz, Simmel, and Band III. of Wundt's Grundziige 
der Physiologischen Psychologic. 

The University of California has issued an attractive announce- 
ment of the publications which have been prepared in commemora- 
tion of the semi-centennial of the University. The pamphlet contains 
sixty-eight titles, classified under the headings, Philosophy, History, 
Literature and Language, Mathematics and Science. Of particular 
interest to readers of the Journal are the following : 
Footnotes to Formal Logic : Charles Henry Rieber. 
Fugitive Essays: Josiah Royce. Edited with an Introduction by 

Jacob Loewenberg. 
Idealism and the Modern Age : George Plimpton Adams. 
The Idealism of Kant 's Successors : Josiah Royce. 
A Survey of Symbolic Logic : Clarence Irving Lewis. 

Harold Ernest Burtt has been appointed instructor in psychol- 
ogy at Harvard University. 



